UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO. | 


10/773,525 


02/05/2004 


Dolores Kaiser 


2152.008 


7191 



21917 7590 11/03/2006 EXAMINER 



MCHALE & SLAVIN, P. A. vanterpool, lester l 

2855 PGA BLVD 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410 | art unit | paper number 

3782 

DATE MAILED: 1 1/03/2006 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/773,525 


Applicants) 

KAISER, DOLORES 


Examiner 

Lester L Vanterpool 


Art Unit 

3782 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species: Group I: claims 4 - 7 & 20 

Group II: claims 3, 9, 10 & 18. 
The species are independent or distinct because Group I identifies the storage 
container cover being the rigid plate and Group II identifies the storage container cover 
being the flexible sheet (See Figures 8-11). 

Applicant's representative Keith Campbell of McHale & Slavin, P.A. elected 
Group I: claims 4 - 7 & 20 over the telephone on October 30, 2006. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information disclosure 
statement. 37 CFR 1.98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, 
"the list may not be incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a 
separate paper." Therefore, unless the references have been cited by the examiner on 
form PTO-892, they have not been considered. 



Application/Control Number 10/773,525 
Art Unit: 3782 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Muroi et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 5072983) in view of Forbes, Jr. (U.S. Patent Number 401 7005) 
and Franks (U.S. Patent Number 5513580). Muroi et al., discloses the back panel 
member (See Figure 1 ) having the back surface (See Figure 1), opposite sides (See 
Figure 1), the top and the bottom (See Figure 1), wherein the sides, top and bottom 
extend substantially perpendicular to the back surface (See Figure 1); the front panel 
member (See Figure 1) having the front surface (See Figure 1), opposite sides (See 
Figure 1), the top (See Figure 1) and the bottom (See Figure 1); wherein the storage 
compartment (13) is at least partially recessed (9) within the interior portion of the 
vehicle door (1) (See Figure 1); and whereby attachment of the storage compartment 
(13) to the vehicle door (1) provides enhanced interior storage for the vehicle (1) (See 
Figures 1-4). 

However, Muroi et al., does not disclose the center member being constructed 
and arranged for mechanical engagement within and upon the surface of the inner 
panel, the center member having opposite sides. 
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Forbes, Jr., teaches the center member (31) is constructed and arranged to 
mechanical engage within and upon the surface of the inner panel (See Figure 1) and 
the center member (31) having opposite sides (See Figure 1) for the purpose of 
providing adequate anchoring. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the center member being constructed and arranged for 
mechanical engagement within and upon the surface of the inner panel and the center 
member having opposite sides as taught by Forbes, Jr., with the dynamic storage 
compartment adapted for insertion within and upon the interior panel of a vehicle door of 
Muroi et al., in order to enhance anchoring. 

However, Muroi et al., does not disclose the front surface having the aperture 
therethrough; the top and the bottom connect the peripheral portions of the front and the 
back panel members so that the panel members face each other to form front and back 
inner boundaries of the interior portion of the storage compartment, wherein the sides, 
top and bottom of the back member are constructed and arranged to telescope inwardly 
and outwardly within the center member. 

Franks teaches the front surface (20) have the apertures (34) therethrough (See 
Figure 1); the center member (100) has opposite sides (See Figure 1), the top and the 
bottom connect the peripheral portions of the front (20) and back (40) panel members 
(See Figure 1) so that the panel members (20 & 40) face each other to form front (20) 
and back (20) inner boundaries of the interior portion (See Figure 1 ) of the storage 
compartment (10), wherein the sides (See Figure 1), top and bottom of the back 
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member (40) are constructed and arranged to telescope inward and outwardly within 
the center member (100) for the purpose of providing adequate flexibility. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the front surface having the aperture therethrough; the top 
and the bottom connect the peripheral portions of the front and the back panel members 
so that the panel members face each other to form front and back inner boundaries of 
the interior portion of the storage compartment, wherein the sides, top and bottom of the 
back member are constructed and arranged to telescope inwardly and outwardly within 
the center member as taught by Frank with the dynamic storage compartment adapted 
for insertion within and upon the interior panel of a vehicle door of Muroi et al., in order 
to enhance flexibility. 

4. Claims 2, 4 & 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muroi et al., (U.S. Patent Number 5072983), Forbes, Jr. (U.S. Patent Number 4017005) 
and Franks (U.S. Patent Number 5513580) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Royer (U.S. Patent Publication Number 2004 / 0000798 A1 ). Muroi et al., as 
modified by Forbes, Jr., and Franks discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Muroi et al., as modified does not disclose the front panel member 
including the covering means movable between the first open position and the second 
closed position, wherein the covering means is juxtaposed to the aperture while in the 
closed position. 
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Royer teaches the front panel member (See Figures 9 & 1 1) includes the 
covering means (52) movable between the first open position and the second closed 
position (See Figures 9 & 1 1), wherein the covering means (52) is juxtaposed to the 
aperture while in the closed position (See Figures 9 & 1 1) for the purpose of providing 
adequate security. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the front panel member including the covering means 
movable between the first open position and the second closed position, wherein the 
covering means is juxtaposed to the aperture while in the closed position as taught by 
Royer with the dynamic storage compartment adapted for insertion within and upon the 
interior panel of a vehicle door of Muroi et al., in order to enhance security. 

Regarding claim 4, Muroi et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Muroi et al., discloses the covering means includes the rigid plate, the 
rigid plate being connected to the front member for pivotal movement between the open 
and the closed positions. 

Royer teaches the covering means (52) (See Figure 9) includes the rigid plate 
(74) (See Figure 11), the rigid plate (74) being connected to the front member (See 
Figure 1 1) to pivot movement between the open and the closed positions (See Figure 
1 1 ) for the purpose of providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the covering means includes the rigid plate, the rigid plate 
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being connected to the front member for pivotal movement between the open and the 
closed positions as taught by Royer with the dynamic storage compartment adapted for 
insertion within and upon the interior panel of a vehicle door of Muroi et al, in order to 
enhance flexibility. 

Regarding claim 5, Muroi et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Muroi et al., discloses the covering means includes the plurality of 
arrow elongated rigid elements flexibly connected in the adjacent relationship, wherein 
at least one of the narrow elongated rigid elements is flexibly connected to the front 
panel member. 

Royer teaches the covering means (52) includes the plurality of arrow elongated 
rigid elements (74) flexibly connected in the adjacent relationship (See Figure 10), 
wherein at least one of the narrow elongated rigid elements (74) is flexibly connected to 
the front panel member (See Figure 10) for the purpose of providing flexibility. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the covering means includes the plurality of arrow 
elongated rigid elements flexibly connected in the adjacent relationship, wherein at least 
one of the narrow elongated rigid elements is flexibly connected to the front panel 
member as taught by Royer with the dynamic storage compartment adapted for 
insertion within and upon the interior panel of a vehicle door of Muroi et al., in order to 
enhance flexibility. 
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5. Claims 6 - 7 & 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Muroi et al., (U.S. Patent Number 5072983), Forbes, Jr. (U.S. Patent Number 
4017005), Franks (U.S. Patent Number 551 3580) and Royer (U.S. Patent Publication 
Number 2004 / 0000798 A1 ) as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Adams 
(U.S. Patent Number 4717196). Muroi et al., as modified by Forbes, Jr., Franks, and 
Royer discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Muroi et al., as modified does not disclose the elongated rigid elements 
are constructed and arranged to form the plurality of accordion-like folds, wherein 
terminal the terminal fold is connected to the front panel member. 

Adams teaches the elongated rigid elements (32) (See Figures 1 & 2) are 
constructed and arranged to form the plurality of accordion-like folds (See Fiugres 1,2 
& 4 - 6), wherein terminal the terminal fold is connected to the front panel member (See 
Figure 1) for the purpose of providing flexibility. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the at the time the 
invention was made to make the elongated rigid elements are constructed and arranged 
to form the plurality of accordion-like folds, wherein terminal the terminal fold is 
connected to the front panel member as taught by Adams with the dynamic storage 
compartment adapted for insertion within and upon the interior panel of a vehicle door of 
Muroi et al., in order to enhance flexibility. 

Regarding claim 7, Muroi et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
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However, Muroi et al., does not disclose the elongated rigid elements are 
constructed and arranged to wind around the axle in the series of concentric loops. 

Adams teaches the elongated rigid elements (32) are constructed and arranged 
to wind around the axle (80) (See Figures 5 & 6) in the series of concentric loops (See 
Figures 5-7) for the purpose of providing compress storage. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the at the time the 
invention was made to make the elongated rigid elements are constructed and arranged 
to wind around the axle in the series of concentric loops as taught by Adams with the 
dynamic storage compartment adapted for insertion within and upon the interior panel of 
a vehicle door of Muroi et al., in order to enhance storage capabilities. 

Regarding claim 11 , Muroi et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Muroi et al., does not disclose the flexible sheet element is constructed 
and arranged to wind around an axle in a series of concentric loops. 

Adams teaches the flexible sheet element (32) is constructed and arranged to 
wind around an axle (80) (See Figures 5 & 6) in the series of concentric loops (See 
Figures 5-7) for the purpose of providing compress storage. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the at the time the 
invention was made to make the flexible sheet element is constructed and arranged to 
wind around an axle in a series of concentric loops as taught by Adams with the 
dynamic storage compartment adapted for insertion within and upon the interior panel of 
a vehicle door of Muroi et al., in order to enhance storage capabilities. 
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6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Muroi et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 5072983), Forbes, Jr. (U.S. Patent Number 401 7005), Franks 
(U.S. Patent Number 551 3580), Royer(U.S. Patent Publication Number 2004 / 0000798 
A1) and Adams (U.S. Patent Number 4717196) as applied to claim 7 above, and further 
in view of McKeon (U.S. Patent Number 4138154). Muroi et al., as modified by Forbes, 
Jr., Frank, Rover and Adams disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Muroi et al., as modified does not disclose the axle including the spring 
retraction mechanism to retract and deploy the covering means. 

McKeon teaches the axle (23) includes the spring retraction mechanism (28) to 
retract and deploy the coving means (10) (See Figures 2 & 3) for the purpose of 
providing reliability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the at the time the 
invention was made to make the axle including the spring retraction mechanism to 
retract and deploy the covering means taught by Adams with the dynamic storage 
compartment adapted for insertion within and upon the interior panel of a vehicle door of 
Muroi et al., in order to enhance reliability. 

7. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Muroi et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 5072983), Forbes, Jr. (U.S. Patent Number 401 7005), Franks 
(U.S. Patent Number 551 3580), Royer (U.S. Patent Publication Number 2004 / 0000798 
A1) and Adams (U.S. Patent Number 4717196) as applied to claim 11 above, and 
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further in view of McKeon (U.S. Patent Number 4138154). Muroi et al., as modified by 
Forbes, Jr., Frank, Royer and Adams disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Muroi et al., as modified does not disclose the axle including the 
spring retraction mechanism to retract and deploy the covering means. 

McKeon teaches the axle (23) includes the spring retraction mechanism (28) to 
retract and deploy the coving means (10) (See Figures 2 & 3) for the purpose of 
providing reliability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the at the time the 
invention was made to make the axle including the spring retraction mechanism to 
retract and deploy the covering means taught by Adams with the dynamic storage 
compartment adapted for insertion within and upon the interior panel of a vehicle door of 
Muroi et al., in order to enhance reliability. 

8. Claims 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muroi etal., (U.S. Patent Number 5072983), Forbes, Jr. (U.S. Patent Number 4017005) 
and Franks (U.S. Patent Number 5513580) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Levy (U.S. Patent Number 6648166 B2). 
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Examiner notes applicant is evoking 35 U.S.C. 116, 6 th paragraph in claim 13 by 
reciting "means for" pressing. 

Regarding claim 13, Muroi et al., discloses the back panel member (See Figure 
1) and into the door cavity (9) when the window in the vehicle door (1) is moved in the 
upward direction (See Figure 1). 

Furthermore, Muroi et al., as modified by Frank also discloses the back panel 
member (40) outwardly of the center member (100) (See Figure 1) for the purpose of 
providing expansion and multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make back panel member outwardly of the center member as 
taught by Frank with the dynamic storage compartment adapted for insertion within and 
upon the interior panel of a vehicle door of Muroi et al., in order to enhance multi- 
functional capabilities. 

However, Muroi et al., does not disclose the means to press the back panel 
member outwardly of the center member. 

Levy teaches the means to press (28) (See Figure 1) the back panel member 
(16) outwardly of the center member (12) 

Examiner notes applicant is evoking 35 U.S.C. 116, 6 th paragraph in claim 13 by 
reciting "means for" pressing. 

Regarding claim 14, Muroi et al., as modified discloses the invention substantially 
as claimed. 
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However, Muroi et al., does not disclose the means to press the back panel 
member outwardly includes at least one spring member. 

It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to make the means to 
press the back panel member outwardly including at least one spring member, since 
applicant has not disclosed that the means to press the back panel member outwardly 
including at least one spring member solves any stated problem or is for any particular 
purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with a latch. 

Regarding claim 1 5, Muroi et al., discloses the vehicle door (1 ) window (See 
Figure 1) cooperates with the back panel member (See Figure 1) to press the back 
member (See Figure 1) into center member during downward movement of the vehicle 
door (1) window (See Figures 1 & 4). 

Regarding claim 16, Muroi et al., discloses the back member to cooperate with 
the lower portion of the vehicle door (1) window to press the back member (See Figure 
1) into the center member during downward movement of the vehicle door (1) window 
(See Figures 1 & 4). 

However, Muroi et al., does not disclose the ramping surface extending between 
the top and the back surfaces, wherein the ramping surface is constructed and 
arranged. 

It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to make the ramping 
surface extend between the top and the back surfaces, wherein the ramping surface is 
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constructed and arranged, since applicant has not disclosed that the ramping surface 
extending between the top and the back surfaces, wherein the ramping surface is 
constructed and arranged solves any stated problem or is for any particular purpose 
and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with a linear surface 
extending between the top and the back surface. 

Regarding claim 17, Muroi et al., discloses the sides, top and bottom extend 
substantially perpendicular to the front surface (See Figure 1). 

However, Muroi et al., does not disclose the front panel member constructed and 
arranged to telescope inwardly and outwardly within the center member. 

Franks teaches the front panel member (20) constructed and arranged to 
telescope inwardly and outwardly within the center member (100) (See Figure 1) for the 
purpose of providing adjustability and flexibility. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the front panel member constructed and arranged to 
telescope inwardly and outwardly within the center member as taught by Frank with the 
dynamic storage compartment adapted for insertion within and upon the interior panel of 
a vehicle door of Muroi et al., in order to enhance flexibility. 

9. Claims 19 & 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muroi et al., (U.S. Patent Number 5072983), Franks (U.S. Patent Number 5513580), 
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Royer (U.S. Patent Publication Number 2004 / 0000798 A1 and Adams (U.S. Patent 
Number 471 71 96) and further in view of Levy (U.S. Patent Number 66481 66). 

Muroi et al., modified by Franks, Royer and Adams discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed. Claim 19 is the combination of previous stated claims in this 
office action with the added feature limitation of the member hingedly secured to the 
front panel. 

However, Muroi et al., not disclose the lid member hingedly secured to the front 
panel member and movable between the first open position and the second closed 
position. 

Levy teaches the lid member hingedly secured to the front panel member and 
movable between the first open position and the second closed position (See Figures 1 
- 5) for the purpose of providing reliability and durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the lid member hingedly secured to the front panel 
member and movable between the first open position and the second closed position as 
taught by Levy with the dynamic storage compartment adapted for insertion within and 
upon the interior panel of a vehicle door of Muroi et al., in order to enhance reliability 
and durability. 

Regarding claim 20, Muroi et al., modified by Franks, Royer and Adams 
discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Claim 20 is the combination of 
previous stated claims in this office action with the added feature limitation of the 
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member rigid covering element secured to the front panel member and movably 
between the first open position and the second closed position, wherein the covering 
element is juxtaposed to the aperture while in the closed position. All previous stated 
claims were rejected. Therefore, claim 20 is rejected using the same prior art 
references on record stated above in combination that satisfy all relevant limitations 
recited in claim 20. 



Conclusion 
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10. Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1.111, including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 ll(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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